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RECORDS. 


It is now practically six months since the cess- 
ation of hostilities; but veterinary surgeons in 
general seem hardly inclined to resume their pre- 
war professional interests. There is distinct liveli- 
ness in veterinary polities, and much aetivity in 
agitating for inereased fees; but little disposition 
to scientific diseussion or the reeording of experience 
is evident. This is regrettable; for the advance- 
ment of professional knowledge is even more im- 
portant to us than either professional politics or 
professional remuneration. 

The war brought much new experience in both 
civil and military practice, but not much of it has 
been recorded. What has appeared has chiefly 
related to surgery and the more i nt specific 
diseases. Some — has been gained regard- 
ing the former subject; but it may be said broadly 
that the war has not brought any great advances 
with regard to specific diseases in general, though 
it has made many individual men more expert in 


dealing with them. Outside these subjects, there} or 


is a wide and varied experience whieh in its sum is 
of even greater importance to the profession, and 
concerning which little has yet been written. 

In civil practice, two wide fields in which many 
observant clinicians have learnt a a deal during 
the war may be mentioned. One is the abundant 
work upon sporadic affections in animals for which 
veterinary aid was formerly hardly ever sought un- 
less in the case of an epizootic. Mueh of this work 
will probably remain to us, for a considerable time 
at least ; but text-books teach us little of its details, 
and the men who have learned them in practice 
know much that could beneficially be communicated. 


The second is the great amount of animal disease, | 4 


much of it very serious, which arose from the bad 
or insufficient of war time. In some parts of 
the Kingdom, including London, many practitioners 
saw more of the pathological effects of malnutrition 
than in their whole lives. Whether or not similar 
conditions ever again arise in —— both prac- 


tical medicine and dietetics would profit by some 

records of them. 

A CORRECTION, 


the report of ing of Derbyshire Society, prin- | the 


ted last week, the president, quoting from our issue 
Mar. 8th, is reported to have said (p. 401, first col,, eighth 
line) “ Ay member .,. might do really as much good” 
etc. In the original ( second col., sixth fine ) the readin 

is “might do nearly as much,” etc. Phonetically the 
words are much alike, and it is probably a reporter's 
error : but there is a distinct difference in the meaning. 


\examiners would 


NOTES ON 
NON-PROFESSIONAL INSPECTORS. 


Comments were made at the meeting of the 
Central Veterinary Society (see V.R. March 29, 
pose 345) concerning the laymen employed by the 

ard of Agriculture and Fisheries, and with the 
object of raising a discussion on these inspectors 
the following notes were penned, 

In the first place the method of their appoint- 
ment calls for criticism. In the interim report of 
the Departmental Committee that was appointed 
by the Board to enquire into Swine Fever, the 
following statements occur, made by Mr. F. A. 
Fulford, Superintending Inspector of the Animals 
division of the Board. 


“The country is divided into distriets, of which there 
are 17. In charge of every district there is a district 
inspector, and under these district inspectors we have 
at the time (June 1910) 22 assistant inspectors. 
All of these are what, for convenience, we call lay 
inspectors, as distinct from the inspectors, who are vet- 
erinary inspectors and deal with essional work 


diagnosis. 
“Some districts will have two or more assistants in 
them, and at times, if the work permits of it, the district 
uspector would work alone. It would 1 upon 
where the pressure of work is greatest. The lay inspec- 
tors do the administrative work after the professional 
officers have told us the disease is there.” 

“The Board seleet men who have a general knowledge 
of the world, who have had experience either in estate 
offices, or some of them Colonial experience. I myself 
began as a civil engineer. I was out in the colonies and 
I have had experience of farming all my life practically. 
The assistant inspector comes in on triaJ, [ may say, to 
see how he shapes. Before two years are up he has, if 
his services are approved by the Board, to go up for a 

ualifying examination.” 

“[t is a patron tmest. Reports ane made 
by the officers under whom he has served during his 
probationary period. The examination is on the 
and Orders of the Board, and spelling, writing, arith- 
metie and composition.” 


The witness was asked, Do you find that that is 
a satisfactory method of appointment? and the 


answer given was :— 


“T think it has been found to be the vy byw system 
possible, because it does not follow that the man with 
qualifications which would best satisfy the civil service 
be best for our work ; he might not 
for our work, by mapas 
an opportunity really o ing the 

been very slight, two or three.” 
Asked concerning criticism directed against the 


| lay inspectors by agriculturists, the answer was :— 


“Ves, I am aware that since the d of our first 
ton 


beginning critieiem has against the 
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inspectors, on the ground that they did not possess 
qualifications for the work. The criticism is a very old 
one now; it started in the days when [ first began in 
1890, that most of us were ex-officers of either the Army 
or Navy, and that we did not know one end of a cow 
from the other. On one occasion that criticism was 
levelled against myself, who had not the honour of having 
served in either the Army or agp 6 I think it has been 
very often repeated by people who had never met an 
inspector of the Board, and certainly did not know the 
nature of their work, or how they did it.” ; 

“A candidate for appointment has to fill in a form, 
stating his age, giving a brief account of his career, his 
education at preparatory and other schools, and what 
he has done since leaving school or college. He has to 
forward testimonials from people with whom, or under 
whom he has worked, and give references as to general 
character. The salary of a lay inspector is £150 per 
year risirg to £250 by £10 a year increment.” 

“The examination at the expiration, or just before 
the expiration of the two years’ probation came into 
operation in 1904; but before that, no inspector was 
—— to the permanent staff of the Board until he 

ad satisfied the Civil Service Commissioners. One 
objection to that was that some of these men had been 
in the service of the Board for a considerable number of 
years and had thoroughly acquainted themselves with 
the work, and had done the work to our satisfaction ; 
but still, after the lapse of time they naturally found a 
| in preparing for and passing the examin- 
ation—they had got out of the way of examinations— 
and it was found very hard, after all these years of 
service, to have to get rid of a man who in evety 
possible way did the work to our satisfaction, but could 
not satisfy the examiners. Therefore it was thought, it 
would be better that these men, before they had spent 
the best years of their life in our service, should know 
that, es their work subsequently was satisfactory 
and their health good, and so forth, they should be able 
to take up the appointment of permanent officers if it 
was offered to them.” 

“The criticism as to the suitability of our officers has 
been dealt with on certainly two occasions by the Pres- 
idents of the Board. Mr. Long in 1896 answered that 
criticism, and in ‘1901 Mr. Hanbury did the same, and 
both repelled the charges in most emphatic language.” 


Referring to the Veterinary staff, the same wit- 
ness furnished the following information. 


“There is one superintending Veterinary Inspector 
and 10 veterinary inspectors who are permanent officers 
of the Board, and 14 assistant veterinary inspectors who 
are temporary officers.” ' 

“In addition to these officers whose whole time is em- 
we in the service of the Board, we have in England 
and Wales 89 local veterinary officers, and in Scotland 
six, making a total of 95 who are employed by the Board 
in dealing with reports of swine fever when one of éur 
own Officers is not available.” 


The writer considered it advisable to give the 
above extracts, as, so far as is known, no change 
has been made in the method of appointing lay- 
inspectors since 1910. | . 

It is seen that these inspectors hold no quali- 
fications that justify their retention to do duty in 
connection with the contagious diseases. Some of 
them are tactful, and cloak their ignorance remark- 
ably well, while others presume to pose as experts 
on all matters concerning the scheduled diseases. 
They are truly parasitic, and are dependent on the 


art of what has been aptly termed “ brain sucking,” 
before they can furnish a report. 

It has been said by lay officials that veterinary 
surgeons cannot be administrators, and that admini- 
stration is the sole property of the layman. This 
is grossly absurd, as in some of the best admini- 
stered towns in Great Britain the whole of the duties 
connected with the Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Orders made thereunder is carried out by whole 
time veterinary officials. It must also be remem- 
bered that in Australia a V.S. was appointed a few 
wee ago to be administrator of the Northern 

erritory, and that in South Africa a V.S. was 
chosen to fill the office of Director of Agriculture. 
And a V.S. is at present a member of the Board of 
Railway Commissioners for Canada. 

During the recent war the veterinary staff that 
was retained wisely by the Board has been called 
upon to carry out a vast amount of work that was 
formerly delegated to laymen. This work has been 
done efficiently and economically, and the arrange- 
ment has been very favourably commented upon by 
stock-owners. There is nothing connected with 
administration thata veterinary inspector cannot 
do better than a lay official. 

During the past there has unfortunately been a 
considerable amount of overlapping and trespassing 
going on between veterinary and “ administrative ” 
work. In tracing outbreaks of swine fever, for ex- 
ample, it is not uncommon to find that the lay 
official reports on the health of the in-contact 
swine. In work connected with diseases of man- 
kind, the sanitary inspector ( who has to submit to 
stringent tests before appointment) is not permitted 
to encroach on the doctor’s preserves. 

Much could be written in a very hostile strain 
against non-professional inspectors, and a catalogue 
of the stupid things said and done by them could 
be furnished, but, abuse has its disadvantages, and 
should be witheld. 

Rather let us try and persuade the Board and 
Stock-owners that these men are superfluous, and 
that it is not in the best interests of the State that 
they should be retained. Agricultural societies and 
Farmers’ Unions throughout the country should be 
put in possession of our grievances ; and resolutions 
concerning the abolition of lay inspectors should be 
passed and forwarded to M.P. who could discuss 
the subject in Parliament. 

In March, a discussion took place in the House 
of Commons on the reconstruction of the Board, 
and it is satisfactory to learn that the Board is now 
raised to the position of a “ first class ’ department. 
The writer would be very much obliged for an ex- 
planation as to this term as applied to Goverment 
departments, 

t is hoped that the president will in future be 
able to lay the demands of the agricultural industry 
before the Cabinet, and that the Board will receive 
more financial help from the Treasury. 

It is not clear that the officials will be better 
recompensed. 

The Board is to be reconstructed on the lines of 
the Irish Department of Agriculture, and if this be 
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properly done, we shall see the end of lay inspectors, 
because as far as the writer knows—thero are no lay 
officials employed in connection with “dealing with” 
outbreaks of contagious diseases in Ireland. The 
subject here raised is one worthy of a full discussion 
at meetings of Veterinary Associations. 

UNITA FORTIOR.” 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


OvaRIAN HAEMORRHAGE. 


E. Jost, in an article in the Archiv fiir wissen- 
schaftliche Tierheilkunde, deals with the hemor- 
rhages and discharges into the peritoneal cavity 
which occur after ablation of the corpora lutea, 
rupture of ovarian cysts, etc. The diagnosis of 
ovarian hemorrhage is generally not difficult, and 
is based upon the establishment of the fact that 
rupture has taken place, and upon the presence of 
anemia. In the differential diagnosis the possi- 
bility of acute indigestion may arise; but the rapid 
augmentation of the heart-beats with consecutive 
diminution of the temperature and marked anzwmia 
should lead the clinician in the right direction. 
There are various other morbid conditions or conse- 
quences of operations upon the ovaries, the chief of 
which are as follows :— 


Young and sensitive animals show lossof appetite, 
colic, uneasiness, arching of the back, and straining. 
A similar condition is shown by animals which have 
strained hard during the operation, cows affected 
with inflammatory processes of the vagina and rec- 
tum, and animals affected with diarrhaa, intestinal 
catarrh, and Johne’s disease. Cows affected with 
pyometra not rarely, in consequence of the ablation 
of a persistent corpus luteum, suffer from tympanitis 
and colic for some hours. In slight haemorrhage 
which ceases spontaneously there is loss of appetite 
and suspension of rumination, with transient tym- 
panitis. The rupture of ovarian abscesses is followed 
by grave symptoms of peritonitis, in which case, 
when anemia is absent and fever is is present, the 
diagnosis of hemorrhage may be excluded. In 
perforation of the rectum produced during the oper- 
ation, a diagnostic error is only possible in the first 
hours. 

In considering the etiology of ovarian hemor- 
rhage, the author attaches importanceto sanguineous 
cysts (hwmorrhages into follicles dilated into the 
- form of cysts,) tumours of the ovary (especially 
angiomata,) tuberculous lesions of the ovary, 
hemophilia, and rupture of the ovary. The prog- 
nosis is always guarded when the hemorrhage 
reaches such a degree that anzmic pallor, a rate of 
90 per minute or more in the heart-beats, loss of 
appetite, suspension of rumination, greatdiminution 
in inilk production, and general debility are observed. 
Trembling and clonic spasms render the prognosis 
absolutely unfavourable. Spontaneous recovery is 


more easy in young animals; while it is difficult in 
those advanced in age, especially if the hemorrhage 
coincides with the period of heat. 

In treatment, absolute quiet and attentive sur- 
veillance, with a view to summoning veterinary 


help should the condition become worse, are im- 
portant. As medicaments, caffeine, ergotin, gelatine, 
and ergot of rye are advised. 

The owner should always be warned of the danger 
of hemorrhage in consequene of operations upon 
the ovary; the principal symptoms of an internal 
hemorrhage should be to him, and care- 
ful watching of the animal be advised. Animals 
which present ovarian tumours or malformations 
should be excluded from operation. The operator 
should take care not to rupture the ovary. Cysts 
should be emptied by puncture with the trocar, 
which is not dangerous. ; 

It is necessary to avoid extreme straining, so as 
not to run the risk of the rupture of an oviduct. 
By systematic compression through the vaginaand 
rectum after the operation, much hemorrhage may 
be prevented.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C. 


= 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE VETERINARY DIVISION, 
Derr. or Acric. or SoutH AFRICA FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING 3lsT Marcu, 1918. [Abridged.] 


East Coast Fever. 


This disease continues to be prevalent ia some parts 
of the Union, especially in the Transkei and in Natal. 
In the Cape, after an interval of over twelve months, the 
disease in made its appearance in the district of 
King William’s Town. The source of infection is un- 
determined, but as many illicit movements of cattle 
from the Transkeian Native Territories undoubtedly 
take place it seems reasonable to assume that it is to 
this cause the outbreak may be attributed. The area is 
now under rigid supervision and compulsory dipping is 
being enforced. 

In the Transvaal, Kast Coast Fever still retains a 
footing in five districts. Pietersburg district is in the 
worst position numerically, there are 21 farms which 
must be looked upon as actually infected, upon five of 
which the disease made its appearance during the current 
year. The greater part of the district is now under 
compulsory dipping, but a good deal of supervision is 
necessary to ensure satisfactory results, owing to the 
large native population. 

In the Zoutpansberg there have been nine fresh out- 
breaks ; last year there was only one. One outbreak 
two farms was the most serious, the 
within the year amounting up to nearly six hundred, 
owing to the fact that the farm was undoubtedly badly 
infected before the disease was discovered and no dip- 

ing tank was immediately available. More important 
rom an economic point of view, was the outbreak on 


+the Commonage at Louis Trichard, in the course of 


which 200 head of cattle have died. The abnormal rain- 
fall during the wet season has been a contributing 
cause towards tha high death rate, as dipping during wet 
— cannot be depended upon to give satisfactory 
results. 

In Barberton five fresh outbreaks have occurred and 
fifteen farms are still in quarantine, although eighteen 
have been taken out in the course of the year. Some of © 
the existing centres of infection are in parts of the dis- 
tricts which are difficult of access and, although their 
inaccessibility may tend to prevent the further spread 
of the disease, it also renders the construction of dipping 
tanks and the supervision of dipping operations costly 
and difticult, therefore the mortality on these farms is 
likely to be considerable before the disease is brought 
under control, 
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In Piet Retief, where the position at the ing of 
the present year was exceedingly hopeful, we have sus- 
tained a disappointing set-back. Five fresh outbreaks 
have occurred and, although the farms were fenced, they 
were not tanked and the mortality has been considerable, 
as the cattle belonged to Native squatters and the 
European owners have been most dilatory in complying 
with the Minister's orders to eréct tanks. 

In the Carolina district great difficulty is being exper- 
ienced. The outbreaks are confined to the low veld 
area. Unfoftunately the farms in this section belong to 
non-residents who live in adjacent high veld areas and 
merely use the infected farms for winter grazing for their 
sheep. In many cases these absentee owners are indiff- 
erent to the we Me of their native tenants and have 
hitherto ignored and evaded the Ministet’s orders to 
erect tanks. Now, however, steps are being taken to 
have the required tanks erected officially at the owners’ 
expense and the work will be begun at once. The pos- 
ition would be better from an administrative point of 
view if an owner, in addition to being liable as at present, 
to havé a tank put up at his expense, could be fined for 
disregarding the order. If this could be done the delays 
in complying with the Minister’s orders, which occur so 
frequently at present, would be greatly reduced and our 
opportunities of stamping out the disease would be 
improved. 

urning to Natal. we find that, while the number of 
outbreaks which have occured during the year compares 
very favourably with the record of the year before—84 
as against 126—many of these outbreaks have occurred 
in localities which have been free from disease for a long 
time, and when they were located the condition of affairs 
often pointed to the probability that the outbreak had 
been in existence for some considerable time. Although 
native stockowners afte here so numerous, the larger 
number of these outbreaks have occurred amongst cattle 
owned by Europeans. We are occasionally told that 
East Coast Fever is a less serious menace to the pros- 
perity of the farmer than the regulations enforced to 
prevent its spread. In a sense this may be true—when 
a farmer has facilities for dealing promptly with an out- 
break, but this attitude is to be deprecated, as it may, 
and probably does, lead to the concealment of outbreaks 
and to endeavours on the part of certain owners to 
eradicate these without reporting to the authorities. 
Sueh attempts are fraught with danger to their neigh- 
bours, which is materially vated when such farms 
are traversed by a public road. It is always possible for 
East Coast Fever infection to persist on a farm for a 
very considerable time without the knowledge of the 
owner if he is in the habit of dipping his cattle with a 
fair degree of regularity, because if disease is introduced 
under such circumstances the attendant mortality may 
be insignificant and occasional deaths may attract no 
attention on account of the frequent absence of post 
mortem conditions which can be regarded as diagnostic 
of East Coast Fever, the mortality in such cases being 
often put down to “gall sickness” or to vegetable 
poisoning. To one or other of these causes I am inclined 
to think many of these mysterious outbreaks of East 
Coast Fever which have occurred lately in Natal can be 
attributed, and I would, therefore, urge upon stock- 
owners the desirability of Me ace any deaths of cattle 
occurring from undetermined causes with suspicion, and 
of taking blood smears from such cases and sendin 
them in for examination. If this were always done f 
believe the position would speedily improve. 

In some quarters there is a disposition to look upon 
i supervision as 4 panacea, but with this I am 
not in entire agreement. Careful supervision of the 
dipping of native owned stock is undoubtedly desirable 

nécessary. Natives in most instances need help 
and guidance in mixing the dip, and are sometimes in- 


clined to keep their animals away from the tank because 
of the labour involved in collecting and driving them to 
the dip. But after ten years of dipping there can be no 
excuse for the European farmer who neglects to dip his 
stock properly and regularly. 

Meantime many breeders of pure bred stock are sub- 
jected to disabilities, which though galling are unavoid- 
able, when they wish to dispose of their animals in other 

ts of the Union. Stock farmers know that in the 
ipping tank pe | have a weapon with which East Coast 
Fever can not only be fought but can be eradicated, and 
the sooner those who believe this can induce their 
neighbours to follow their example and dip their cattle 
properly and thoroughly the sooner the disease will 
ay ay I do not mean that the Department should 
wait for the arrival of this blissful state of affairs, or 
that it should relax its efforts in the least ; but it is only 
by the combined efforts of the officials and the farmers 
that East Coast Fever can be stamped out. 

I may mention that in the Vryheid Division eight 
outbreaks out of thirteen are attributed to movements 
of “salted cattle,” which were formerly allowed to 
traverse infected and clean areas indifferently. For 
many years the officers of the Department have dwelt 
upon the desirability of stopping movements of this 
description and applying the same restrictions to animals 
said to be salted as to susceptible cattle, and I am glad 
to say that publie opinion has veered round, and this 
policy is now inaugurated. 

Transkei. In Butterworth two deaths have oceurred 
in the past nine months: in fact in practically every 
district where adequate provision has been made for 
dipping, the natives have taken advantage of it and the 
condition of the Transkei to-day is infinitely better than 
anyone who knows what it was like three years ago 
could have anticipated. Natives are already seeking 
for opportunities to replenish their depleted herds, so 
satisfied are they with the progress which has been 
made in combating the disease. Much of our success is, 
undoubtedly, due to the harmoniou relations which have 
existed between the Magistrates and the officers of the 
Veterinary Division, and is a striking illustration of 
what can be accomplished by tact and perseverance 
when the Government representative in charge of a 
district commands the confidence of the native com- 
munity. 


TUBERCULOSIS, 


The position so far as this disease is concerned is still 
uncertain and unsatisfactory, and this state of affairs is 
likely to continue till it is realised that the only way to 
ensure that co-operation between the stockowners and 
those administering the Stock Diseases Regulations, 
which is essential to success and harmonious working, 
is by a ay the heavy burden now imposéd upon 
the owner by deciding upon a reasonable and generous 
scale of compensation and making the necessary pro- 
vision on the Estimates for meeting this expenditure. 
Pessimists insist that present-day methods are inade- 
quate and that no country has ever succeeded in stamp- 
ing it out, while others argue that vigorous measures 
are unnecessary as the salubrious air of South Africa is 
of itself sufficient to ensure the recovery of infected ani- 
mals. But there is no doubt that in South Africa when 
the disease obtains a footing in a herd—even when that 
herd is kept under fairly favourable sani con- 
ditions—it tends to spread till a large proportion me 
infected. For this reason I once more appeal to those 
empoane for amended legislation and more funds to 
deal with a disease which, leaving its serious nature so 
far as bovines are concerned out of the question, is un- 
doubtedly a menace to public health. 

Cape Province.—Hete the Senior Veterinary Officer 
reports as follows :—“ From the prohibited areas ( areas 


May 1919 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


409 


in which the disease is considered to be most prevalent)— 
the Cape, Malmesbury, Paarl and Stellenbosch—6,139 
head of cattle were subjected to the tuberculin test 
before removal ; 111 reacted and were destroyed, a per- 
centage of 1.81 reactors. I am of opinion that Tuber- 
culosis is not rife in this Province amongst ranch cattle 
even amongst cattle running on the veld in the prohibi 
areas. What little there is is confined mainly to the 
dairy herds which are stabled in and around Cape 
Town.” 

I believe that this is a correct estimate of the position, 
and that it applies to other Provinces as well as to the 
Cape Province, but the first step which should be taken 
to combat the spread of Tuberculosis should lie in the 
direction of making an earnest endeavour to cleanse the 
sources from which these dairy cows are drawn, thereby 
making it possible for a dairyman when he replenishes 
his herd to obtain healthy animals, rather than in 
attacking the dairy herds themselves in the first instance. 

Transvaal.—The Senior V.O., Transvaal, holds similar 
views to those expressed by the Senior V.O., Cape, as to 
the prevalence of the disease, and urges amended regu- 
lations and the provision of increased compensation, in 
order that the disease may be tackled before it gets out 
of hand and becomes so prevalent that the suppression 
or control of the disease is impracticable. 

Natal.—Here disease was discovered on eight pro- 
perties during the year ; 1,463 head were tested and 27 
reacted. 

Orange Free State.—In the Free State one case was 
located, the animal being an Ayrshire bull purchased by 
the British East African Government, which reacted to 
test when it was applied prior to the despatch of the 
animal. The animal was one of a herd imported from 
oversea and was previously tested together with the 
herd in October, 1914, when no reactions were obtained. 
Twenty cases of Tuberculosis in animals coming from 
the Free State were reported from the Pretoria, Johan- 
nesburg, Germiston and Durban abattoirs, all in animals 
the property of speculators obtained from sources which 
it was impossible to locate. 

Transkeit.—No cases were reported during the year. 
Government Veterinary Officer Webb has from time to 
time tested calves from reacting cows in quarantine on 
a farm in the Mount Currie district, but all have given 
negative results, which speaks well for the careful man- 
ner in which the reacting animals have been isolated. 


ANTHRAX. 


I regret I am unable to report any improvement in the 
sition with regard to this disease. The Senior V.O., 
ee Province, where there have been 221 outbreaks 
in the year, in the course of which 2148 head of stock 
have been dealt with, says :—“I am confident that the 
_returns do not represent one quarter of the number of 
outbreaks which occur in this Province.” 

-In the Transvaal, although fewer outbreaks have been 
dealt with than during the epenees year, there is litile 
doubt that the remarks applied in the case of the Ca 
apply equally. In Natal the disease is reported to 
on the increase; 42 outbreaks occurred ; 176 deaths 
were reported and 12952 head of stock were inoculated. 
In the Transkei there has been an increase in the num- 
ber of outbreaks reported, but natives are not backward 
in inoculating their animals, 41041 head having been 
under treatment during the year, and in one district— 
Engcobo—the whole of the Stock Inspector’s time has 
been taken up in inoculating cattle against Anthrax. 

In the Free State the number of outbreaks is still 
formidable, 103 as com with 134, and in one partic- 


ular outbreak—in Boshof—the type of disease was so 
virulent that neither the Institute Pasteur vaccine nor 
the local Laboratory vaccine had any immediate inhibi- 
tory effect on the progress of the disease, and repeated 


inoculations were necessary before the progress of the 
disease was stayed. It may be possible that the unusual 
climatic conditions had something to do with its preva- 
lence; but the fact remains that the disease, which is a 
menace to human as well as animal life, is on the increase 
although a vaccine against it is available the use of 
which in most instances is attended by satisfactory 
results. | Unless stockowners take this disease more 
seriously, it is more than likely that other countries will 
place an embargo upon the introduction of animal pro- 
ducts from South Africa. 


Glanders. There has been a marked falling off in the 
number of outbreaks of Glanders. Fifteen outbreaks 
have occurred in the Cape Province, two of these were 
somewhat extensive, involving the destruction of fifty- 
one infected animals. The bulk of these occurred in and 
around the Cape Peninsula. In the Transvaal there 
were thirteen outbreaks none of them extensive. Natal 
has always been fairly free from Glanders, and this year 
there was only one reacting animal destroyed. In the 
Transkei one case of Glanders —_ is reported. Four 
outbreaks were dealt with in the Orange Free State. In 
dealing with these, 143 equines were tested, ten reacted 
and were destroyed. 


Lungsickness. For the second time I am able to re- 
rt no case of Lungsickness has occurred within the 
nion. 


Equine Scabies—Mange. This disease is still fairly 
prevalent in four districts of the Cape Province. Most 
of the cases have occurred amongst eee owned by 
poor whites and coloured people, who do not look after 
their animals properly. In the Transvaal there has been 
a considerable increase in the number of outbreaks : 
most of these were in the Witwatersrand area. Five 
outbreaks were located in Natal, none of which were ex- 
tensive: only three were discovered in the Transkei: 
none were found in the Orange Free State. 


Epizootic Lymphangitis, Inthe Cape Province there 
were only six outbreaks of Epizootic Lymphangitis as 
compared with sixteen last year. The disease is practi- 
cally confined to the Humansdorp district, where it has 
smouldered for many years. During the year a pamphlet 
was circulated in the district describing the disease and 
inviting the co-operation of stockowners. In Natal cases 
continue to occur in the coastal districts. Five out- 
breaks were dealt with in this area ; six infected animals 
died or were destroyed. The other Provinces are free. 


ConTAGIOUS ABORTION. 


This disease is undoubtedly on the increase. Legis- 
lative measures for many reasons are ineffective to 
prevent its spread, and were it not for the fact that these 
probably check to some extent the extension of the dis- 
ease amongst pure bred herds, (we still hope that some 
satisfactory method may be devised for dealing with it) 
I should be inclined to advocate the withdrawal of the 
disease from the Proclaimed Schedule and leave it to 
the breeders themselves to deal with it. At the present 
time we assist owners as far as lies in our power, to 
separate infected animals from those which are free from 
disease, but animals which have become infected do not 
immediately respond to the test, and animals which are 
no longer infective may continue to react, so the carrying 
out of this work is attended by a ‘ong of difficulty 
and uncertainty. In America this disease is regarded 
as being of the greatest economic importance and, next 
to Tuberculosis, probably the greatest tax upon the 
finances of the stock breeder, by reason of the losses 
amongst calves to which it gives rise; but although 
similar losses occur here when the disease first makes its 
appearance in a herd, it is well known that after one or 
two abortions cows become immune and carry their 
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calves the full term, even though the cows themselves 
may still be capable of spreading the disease.. In the 
Cape Province only two outbreaks were recorded, but 
there is little doubt many more are in existence. The 
extent to which it is prevalent in the Transvaal is un- 
certain. In Natal twenty-three outbreaks were re- 
ported, and a good deal of work was carried out with a 
view to enabling owners to separate infected stock from 
healthy. In the Transkei the Senior Veterinary Officer 
expresses the opinion that centres of the disease exist in 
every district in the Territory, but that it is only in 
Mount Currie that owners report cases for the purpose 
of having their cattle tested. In the Free State eleven 
outbreaks were dealt with. 


Swine Fever. During the year there have been ten 
outbreaks of Swine Fever in five districts of the Western 
Province of the Cape, in the course of which 377 animals 
died or were destroyed. 


Dourine. This disease has now been definitely diag- 
nosed. As far as we are aware, it is confined to the 
Herbert district, Cape Province. Leaflets have been 
circulated containing a description of the disease, and 
asking ownere to report suspected case, but so far the 
invitation has met with no response. We now know 
that the disease has existed in South-West Africa for a 
considerable period. 


RINDERPEST. 


Early in the year alarming amen as to the south- 
ward spread of this disease reached the Union from 
Nyasaland, and according to a pre-arranged plan a small 
staff, consisting of three Veterinary Officers, with rinder- 
pest serum and supplies left the Union at the beginning 
of April for the purpose of checking it if that were pos- 
sible. The expedition travelled from Pretoria by rail to 
Beira, thence by coasting steamer to Chinde, thence up 
the Zambesi and Shire Rivers to Port Herald, thence by 
. the Shire Highlands railway and by road to Zomba, and 

in by road to the south end of Lake Nyassa, then up 
the Lake by steamer to its northern extremity, then on 
foot to New Langenberg in German East Africa, which 
was then within the sphere of military operations. New 
Langenberg was reached on 11th May. Here the expe- 
dition was joined by two Veterinary Officers belonging 
to the Nyasaland Administration, one from Northern 
Rhodesia, another from Southern, and two who were 
lent by the Military authorities, together with four non- 
commissioned officers belonging to the South African 
Veterinary Corps. 

Steps were taken to locate the disease and inoculation 
operations were begun ; the original peeerame being 
the establishment of an immune belt of cattle in German 
territory along the Northern Rhodesian and Nyasaland 
borders, and extending from Lake Nyasa to the South 
end of Lake Tanganyika. There were no European 
settlers in the area, all the cattle being in the hands of 
natives, who were until recently under German control. 
The work was attended by many difficulties, especially 
in the New Langenberg area, where the numbers of 
cattle to be dealt with were very considerable. Much 
of it was carried out in the low- ying unhealthy country 
bordering on the northern shore of Lake Nyasa under 
tropical conditions. As time went on the staff of the 
expedition became reduced by the withdrawal and de- 
parture of members of the staff ne illness and other 
causes, till at the end of the year only five Veterin 
Officers, two non-commissioned officers of the Sou 
African Veterinary Corps, and one European Stock In- 
spector were available for the prosecution of the work. 

From time to time the plan of campaign was modified 


in the hope of checking the disease without carrying out 
the entire programme, as the number of cattle which 
had to be dealt with proved greater than we anticipated, 


but when I was recalled at the end of March, 1918, 
between thirty-seven and thirty-eight thousand head of 
native cattle had been immunised by the simultaneous 
method of injecting virulent blood and rinderpest serum, 
with an average loss of two or three per cent. These 
cattle are located in the New Langenberg area and ina 
belt extending from the edge of that district as far as 
Lake Rukwa. While carrying out this work some 
members of the staff covered over fourteen hundred 
miles on foot. 

Various problems presented themselves for solution 
in the course of the work as, in addition to rinderpest, 
we had reason to believe some outbreaks were compli- 
cated with malignant catarrh, while at one inoculation 
centre which happened to have been established in an 
area in which t Coast Fever was endemic, and to 
which a considerable number of cattle susceptible to 
that disease had been brought for inoculation, we found 
ourselves confronted with cases presenting a pathological 
picture of Rinderpest, East Coast Fever, and Redwater 
all combined, and when the Rinderpest reaction had 
ceased, the cattle susceptible to East Coast Fever had 
afterwards to be moved about to shake off the East 
Coast Fever iafection to which they had been inadver- 
tently exposed. 

The work of the Expedition at the moment of writing 
(31st July) is now practically completed, it having been 
found necessary to carry this out on the lines originally 
planned, and the members of the Expedition are now on 
their way back fiom the south ead of Lake Tanganyika 
to New Langenberg, a distance of nearly 200 miles, the 

resent senior ofticer being Captain Garden C.V.O., 
eteciuah, Needless to say, most of the staff have 
suffered from the effects of the climate, and whether the 
ultimate objecc of the Expedition has, or has not been 
accomplished and the southward spread of the disease 
stayed, I can only express my unqualified appreciation 
of the services of those officers who have borne the heat 
and burden of the day and seen the work through to its 
completion. 

In spite of the fact, that we have good grounds for 
hoping the disease may now remain within bounds, one 
complicating factor over which we have no control has 
to be reckoned with, and that is the possibility that it 
may be carried south by wild game, which might bridge 
the immune belt which has been created—but we must 
hope for the best. 

wo features of the present outbreak struck me forc- 
ibly when comparing the type of Rinderpest met in 
German East Africa on this occasion with that which I 
met in Southern Rhodesia over twenty years ago. One 
was the comparative mildness of the disease and the slow 
manner in which it spread in the areas which it invaded. 
This is probably due to partial immunity possessed or 
inherited by native bred animals, and the care with 
which natives separate sick animals from healthy. The 
other feature was the small number of reports which 
reached me as to the ravages of the disease amongst 
wild game, as only on one occasion did natives report 
the occurence of deaths amongst reedbuck and warthog, 
and that was when we were inoculating cattle near Lake 
Nyasa, between the Kiwira and Songwe Rivers. In this 
area, ow through the use of serum weakened 
through age and kept under unfavourable conditions, or 
because ag oe had already become established in 
some of the herds before work was begun, the reactions 
following inoculations were unduly severe, and the mor- 
tality unusually high; and here the natives reported 
that reedbuck and warthog were also dying. Enquiries 
were made at once, and from these it appeared there 
had been a certain amount of mortality amongst these 
animals, but we were unable to obtain evidence at first 
hand that these deaths were due to Rinderpest. Further 
North, in another instance, one of the Acting District 
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Commissioners reported that buffalo were dying in con- 
siderable numbers, but up to the time I left German 
Kast these were the only reports of mortality amongst 
wild game that came to our knowledge. 


Meat Export. 


The business of meat export is developing steadily, 
and had greater shipping facilities been available, it is 
certain that a good deal more meat would have gone 
oversea. The methods of preparing meat for export are 
capable of improvement, and must be improved—if we 
are to compete in the world’s market, and I would again 
urge the desirability of sending one or more veterinary 
officers oversea to study methods of grading, etc, in 
countries where this business has assumed Rens pro- 
portions, in order that we may benefit by the mistakes 
of others instead of having to learn by our own. The 
services of officers with such experience, which could be 
placed at the disposal of those entering into the business 
would be greatly appreciated by those interested in the 
developement of this industry. 


During the past twelve months the Division has been 
severely handicapped by the reduction of personnel due 
to various causes. Many officers have been lent to the 
Military authorities for service in German East Africa, 
some have gone oversea, the Rinderpest Commission 
claimed others, and those who have remained have had 
more than enough todo. It is at times like these that 
the want of motor transport is severely felt, and although 
some officers who could afford to do so purchased cars 
themselves to increase their efficiency, there are others 
who could not, and their activities have been corres- 
pondingly lessened. The present system obtaining, in 
the case of those who buy their cars either with or with- 
out Government assistance, of paying a mileage allow- 
ance is, I submit, an unsatisfactory one. As a rule it 
means that the officer using the car either gains some- 
thing out of the allowance, or he does not come out on 
it. My own view is that in cases in which the use of 
motor transport increases the efficiency of officers by 
pret a A them to cover more ground and do more 
work—thereby effecting an economy in staff, motor 
transport should be supplied and maintained by Govern- 
ment, and that more cars should be obtained to supple- 
ment the one Government car at present in commission 
and used by the G.V.O., Johannesburg. 

It is with great regret I have to record the loss sus- 
tained by the Division by the demise of G.V.O. Dale, 
an officer of great experience and tact, who died at 
Durban in July. We have also lost, through death on 
active service, several of our Stock Inspectors—weft- 
trained officers who could ill be spared. 

As in former years, I must once more gratefully 
acknowledge my indebtedness to the staff generally, 
both administrative and clerical, to the Assistant P.V.O. 
for the assistance given me in carrying out the work of 


the Division, and to the Magistrates, the Police and the |- 


officers of the Native Affairs Department, with whom it 
has been my priviledge to co-operate. 
C. E. Gray, 
Principal Veterinary Officer. 


- (The usual returns with tables conclude the report.) 


Royat ArMy VETERINARY CoRPs. 
The Corps’ Annual Dinner will be held this year 
on Friday the 20th June, at the Savey Hotel. All 
officers who have served in the Corps during the war 


are eligible to attend. It would greatly assist if those 
who oo being present will inform me as early as 
possible. 


E. E. Martin, Col., 
16 Victoria St, S.W.1. | Hon. Sec. to R.A.V.C. Dinner. 


MILK AND TUBERCULOSIS IN MANCHESTER 


The following is from the report on the Health of the 
City of Manchester, 1917, by James Niven, M.A., M.B., 
LL.D. 

“In submitting the report of the work done in con- 
nection with Tuberculosis and Milk for 1917, I have to 
say that we have only had the services of a Veterinary 
Surgeon on one day each week. Mr. J. F. Dixon, 
M.R.C.V.S., of the City Abattoir, has been loaned by the 
Markets Committee to the Hospitals Sub-Committee— 
with serious interruptions, inevitably, no doubt—-for the 
purpose of following up positive station samples of 
Tuberculous milk and {for the examination of the cows 
within the City. The latter, however, has not been 
carried out, except fragmentarily, 

Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, rF.R.c.v.s, has rendered 
service on various occasions when Mr. J. F. Dixon was 
not at liberty. Under these circumstances, it will be 
readily understood that the work accomplished is less 
than in the year 1913, when Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, 
M.R.C.V.8., Veterinar Surgeon to the Sanitary Com- 
mittee, was able to devote a large part of his time to 
these duties. At the outbreak of the war he joined 
H.M. Forces, and now holds the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel. ‘The further distinction has been recently 
conferred upon him of c.M.c. 

Much valuable work has been accomplished, however, 
during the limited time at their disposal by Mr. J. F. 
Dixon, M.R.c.v.s.,and Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.c.Vv.s. 

The number of farms within the City which are 
occupied as Dairy Farms is 94, whilst the number of 
cows kept is 1,425. 

Sixty-one City Farms were inspected inthe year by Mr. 
J. F. Dixon, M.R.C.V.8., and Inspector Higginbotham. 
The herds on these farms numbered 968. 35 individual 
samples of milk were obtained, 4 of which gave positive 
results. In one instance the whole of the carcase was 
destroyed as unfit for food. In the case of the other 
three cows, some portion of the animals was destroyed 
and the remainder passed as fit for human consumption. 

The general condition of the cows within the City has 
been well maintained, considering the difficulties which 
have had to beovercome. Many farmers have lost their 
experienced cowmen owing to the war and to the 
attractive wages to be obtained in other industries, in 
which the hours of labour are considerably less. This 
constant change of farm hands and the substitution of 
inexperienced for experienced cowmen has led to a 
reduction in the standard of cleanliness of the cows and 
cowsheds. Shoddy was found to be in use as bedding on 
a number of farms. The farmerg state that, owing to 
the scarcity of sawdust, and straw being used as a feed- 
ing stuff, they had nothing to fall back upon except 
shoddy on which to bed their cows.* Very real difficult- 
ies with regard to feeding stuffs have had to be overcome. 
Many City farmers cannot grow sufficient hay to fodder 
their cows, whilst the growing of roots on the north side 
of the City is not practised. In several cases the feeding 
of cows has been of a hand-to-mouth character, so that 
much of the cowkeeper’s time has been used up in 
getting feeding stuffs. 


Dairy Utensils. 


The conditions now prevailing are again alleged to be 
responsible, in a large measure, for several cases of dirty 
or unsatisfactory dairy utensils that have come to my 
notice. Owing to the lack of labour, it is more than 
ever necessary that some simple steam installation 
should form part of all dairy equipment. A number of 
the large dairymen and one farmer have high-pressire 
steam plants. The saving in labour and fuel costs by 
using steam for all dairy purposes are well illustrated by 


*This is, of course, quite inadmissable. 
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one farmer, who is also a dairyman, on a large scale. 
Some two years ago, following an outbreak of Diphtheria 
caused by infected milk from this farm, a high-pressure 
steam plant was instituted at the instance of the Medical 
Officer of Health. The farmer now expresses much 
satisfaction at the result. Ail dairy utensils and deliv- 
ery bottles are sterilised after use, with the result that 
they have not had any sour milk since the steam instal- 


lation was put in. The saving on this head alone has| 


been sufficient to cover the outlay. The saving in fuel 
has been no Jess marked. Hot water was previously 
obtained by means of sett boilers heated by coal. Steam 
is now raised by coke breeze, in sufficient quantities for 
all dairy purposes and the boiling of pig food, at one- 
fourth the cost of coal in the old method, whilst the 
saving in labour is so great that were it not for the steam 
they would hardly be able to carry on their business at 
the present time. 


The Manchester Milk Clauses. 


The Manchester Milk Clauses have been operated as 
in former years, so far as the obtaining of milk samples 
has been concerned. and the following up of positive 
station samples. A change in dealing with the cows 
found to have positive tuberculous lesions in the udder 
has been brought about by the operation of the Cattle 
Sales Order of December 17th, 1917. Our former custom 
in dealing with an animal from which a positive tuber- 
culous sample of milk had been obtained was for the 
farmer to send the cows to a Public Abattoir wherever 
possible, so that the carcase could be inspected and its 
condition ascertained after slaughter, and the necessary 
steps taken with regard to the meatif the whole or any 
part of it. was unfit for human consumption. Under the 
Cattle Sales Order referred to above, all cattle, what- 
ever their condition, if sold for beef, must first be graded 
at the auction to which they are sent for sale. It ma 
happen, if the farmer is disposed not to inform the Grad- 
ing Officer as to the known condition of his cow, that it 
may be graded in a higher class than it would be if its 
condition were made known at the time of grading and 
sale. The loss accruing from such disposal of a known 
tuberculous cow which may not exhibit any patent 
external signs of Tuberculosis falls on the butcher or 
association of butchers acting undec Food Control Com- 
mittees. Further, it is alraost impossible for a cow to 
be traced through an auction to its place of destination 
before the animal has been slaughtered and, in all pro- 
bability, consnmed, so that we are not in a position, 
either * Manchester or through the Local Authori- 
ties, to have the cows inspected by a veterinary surgeon 
at slaughter. 

Ina number of recent cases the farmers have informed 
the Grading Officer of the condition of the animal before- 
hand, so that the cow has been graded according to its 
condition. Steps have been taken to have the cow 
slaughtered locally under the supervision of the authori- 
ties. The farmer, under these circumstances, only 
receives the maximum value of such portions of the car- 
case as are passed as fit for human consumption. 


Tuberculous Milk. 


During the P 330 samples of milk have been col- 
lected by the Food and Drugs Inspectors in connection 
with Tuberculosis. Of this number, 311 were collected 
at the railway stations, and the remaining 22 from carts 
coms in by road. In addition, 35 individual samples 
of milk have been obtained by the Veterinary Surgeon 
from cows at various farms within the City. The num- 
ber of farmers represented in the total is 365. 

Of these 365 farmers, 35 reside in the City, and 4 (11°4 
per cent.); 192 reside in Cheshire, and 26 (13°54 per 
cent.) ; 43 live in Derbyshire, and 4 (9°3 per cent.) ; 23 
live in Staffordshire, and 1 (4°3 per cent.) ; 34 live in 
Lancashire, and 4 (11°7 per cent.) sent tuberculous milk ; 


4 live in Yorkshire, Westmoreland, and Cumberland, 
and none of them sent tuberculous milk. 

The following table of samples submitted in connec- 
tion with the Manchester Milk Clauses summarises the 
work of the year 1917 :— 


Specimens of mixed milk taken at the station 311 
Specimens of mixed milk elsewhere (for administra- 
tive purposes ) 22 


ound to contain tuberculous infection : Station 30, 

elsewhere 3. In addition, 29 control samples 

were taken at the stations and elsewhere, 12 of 

which were proved capable ofcausing Tuberculosis. 

Farms visited in consequence. Of these, 5 belonged 
to the year 1916. 

Specimens taken from individual cows as the result 
of following up station and other samples 

Milks from individual cows proved to be tuberculous 
out of those given in the preceding column 

Udders proved to contain tuberculous lesions 

Milks taken from individual cows as the result of 
notijication or otherwise than owing to the pres- 
ence of tubercle bacilli in mixed milk. This 
relates to City Farms. 

Udders in last column shown to be tuberculous by 

bacteriological examination. This relates to City 

farms. 4 
Submitted for examination 

333 mixed samples—primary. 29 mixed 
samples—controls. 160 individual cows. 


From particulars supplied by farmers, 258 of whom 
replied to our queries, we find that on these farms there 
were 5,221 cows, or an average of 20°23 cows per farm. 

Reference to the above tables will show that the per- 
centage of farmers whose milk was examined, and who 
were found to be sending tuberculous milk, was 10°13 
per cent. It will be seen that since 1915 there is a de- 
cline. This is all the more satisfactory when the diffi- 
culties as to food for cattle are taken into consideration. 
The country farmer, no less than the city farmer, was 
greatly hampered in 1917 by the great shortage of feed- 
ing stuffs for cattle. They had to rely very largely on 
their own resources for whatever corn was fed to the 
cattle. Many farmers have experienced a shortage of 
hay. Straw had to be fed to cattle in considerable 
quantities. 

Visits were paid to 38 country farms from which 
tuberculous milk was being sent into the City. The 
herds on these farms numbered 1820. 10 farms were 
visited twice owing to the control samples preving tub- 
erculous, whist one farm was visited four times before 
the animal concerned was discovered. 26 cows were 
proved to have tubereulous lesions in their udders ; 25 
of _ were slaughtered, and one remains to be slaugh- 
tered. 

The farm, which was visited on four occasions before 
the animal was discovered, had a herd of 12 cows. On 
the first visit three samples of milk were obtained, all 
of which gave negative results. It should be noted here 
that all the cows were first milked down to the strip- 
pings, only the strippings being drawn for the samples. 
A control sample of mixed milk proved positive. A 
second visit was paid in consequence, and three samples 
of milk were obtained from three other cows. The 
likewise, proved negative. These samples were obtain 
as described above. A second control sample proved 
positive. The farm was visited a third time, when a 
mixed sample from every two cows was obtained—one 
of these gave a positive result. One of the two cows 
whose milk formed this positive mixed sample was sam- 
pled on the first visit, and gave a negative result. In 
this third instance be it noted the animals were not 
milked prior to the samples being obtained, but the 
milk sampled and tested was the first milk drawn from 
the udders. A mixed sample from two of these cows 
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was found to be positive. A fourth visit was paid, and 
two individual samples of milk were obtained from the 
two cows the mixed sample from which had proved to 
contain tubercle bacilli. The cow from which a previous 
sample of milk strippings had been obtained with neg- 
ative results gave a positive result with the first mi 
drawn from the udder. It can only be concluded from 
this that the tuberculous lesion discharged itself in the 
first milk drawn from the udder, whilst the strippings 
were free from tuberculous infection. 


STATUS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


Sir,—Whilst there is much that is good in Mr. Squair’s 
letter, I feel that a protest should be made against the 
imsinuations made by him in the following sentences :— 
“ How many public schoolboys have the courage to enter 
the profession ? or having entered it, have the ae to 
become successful veterinary surgeons '—-very few in- 
deed.” Mr. Squair forgets the reference by a noted man 
to “The playing fields ” of the schools. e records of 
Marlborough, Eton, Rugby, Rossall, Tettenhall, Mill 
Hill, the various Grammar schools, the Scottish schools 
etc., will prove that whatever other virtues may have 
been lacking, pluck, courage, and resource have been out- 
standing features in the public schoolboy. A great many 
men from these schools have been first rate horsemen, 
seamen, soldiers, explorers, and the number of men who 
have led in art, science, commerce, law and literature is 
quite marked, and in many cases well known. I do not 
believe, after over quarter of a century’s experience, that 
any special virtues or any remarkable display of pluck 
is necessary to become a successful veterinary surgeon. 
Just the old virtues are required—patience, perseverance, 
assiduity and brains. e rewards are not great but 
the life its compensations. Greed and avarice often 
produce better material results than open mindedness 
and open handedness, but the latter type of gentleman is 
the more worthy. There is much in the view that a 
man is largely what he makes himself—“ When the stu- 
dent of veterinary science essays to enter into compan- 
ionship with men learned in law, medicine and theo 
he owes it to them and to himself to make himeelf 
worthy of that companionship.”— Yours faithfully, 

G. MAYALL. 


Sir,—There is some unconscious humour and con- 
siderable naiveté in Mr. Chas. A. Squair’s attempt to 
divert attention from the central theme—the relative 
veterinary a dissertation on “guts.” 
My letter did not reflect on the standing of the individ- 
ual, and in those circumstances Mr. Squair’s personality 
surmises and deductions are indications that he has not 

et mastered the ethics of journalistic controversy 

oreover, im his haste to become personal he has buried 
himself in the morass of a loose premise, namely, that 
those who take a somewhat pessimistic view of the 
relative veterinary status are mere local nonentities who 
have failed to gain the confidence and friendship of the 
washed and unwashed of Corngate 
Whippetfield, Whitechapel, or wherever they may be 
located. Mr. Squair will perhaps correct me if I am 
wrong, but I seem to have an idea that General Sir 
Frederick Smith, in a paper read before the Society of 
Arts last December, mentioned that a certain Roman 
general placed it on record that in Italy the treatment 
of animal diseases was regarded as a mean and con- 
temptible occupation. Sir Frederick added that al- 
though 1500 years had elapsed since the Roman general 
pronounced judgement, public opinion had rgone 
very little change in this respect. _ . 
~ Not content with one faulty premise Mr. Squair pro- 
ceeds to lay down a second thuswise: The public school- 


= 


boy has not the courage to enter the veterinary profession, 
or entering it has not the guts to become a successful 
veterinary surgeon. The obvious inferences here are 
that the public schoolboy has less courage and — 
of will than the youth of inferior education, and that 
success in one or other of the numerous branches of the 
veterinary calling is in inverse ratio to youthfal social 
advantages and scholastic attainments! Carried to a 
logical conclusion Mr. Squair’s doctrine would seem to 
imply that it needed more courage to me a dustman 
than a Lord Chief Justice, or a knackerman than a med- 
ical officer of health. And this reminds me of the axiom 
that “To be ignorant of one’s ignorance is the malady 
of the ignorant.”—I am, Sir, Your obedient servant, 
“ WATCHMAN.” 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Aulton, F., Tutbury 

Chadwick, J. B, p.v.u., Manchester 
Edwards, W. W.H., Ludlow, Salop 
Evans, E. P., Cardiff 

Green, W.G., Capt. &.a.v.c. 
Harris, P. J., Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. 
Hodgman, J. A., Barnsley, Yorks 
James, W., Llanybyther 


S. H., Loughton 

alker G.K., C.LE., 0.B.E., Lt.-Col. R.a.v.c. 

Ward, JA. Com. R.A.V.C, 

Wright, J. Major R.a.V.C. 
Previously acknowledged 
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April 99. 
Carter, F. P., Bradford, Yorks. 
Cattell, J. G., Karachi, India 
Cooper, J. N., Capt. R.A.v.c. 
Millar, T., Saskatchewan, Canada 
O’Brien, 7. F., Capt. R.a.v.c. 
Woodcock, E. R. H., Capt. R.A.v.c. 

Previously acknowleged 
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Dr. CLEMENT STEPHENSON's WILL— 
E Bequest TO ARMSTRONG COLLEGE. 


On Tuesday, 6th, in the Chancery Division,Mr. Justice 
Astbury decided a ee arising out of the will of the 
late Dr. Clement Stephenson, of Newcastle. The 

laintiffs were the trustees of the will, the defendants 
ing the Armstrong College and the Victoria Veteri- 
Benevolent Fund. 

r. Lavington, for the trustees, said that the point 
was whether or not the Armstrong College took a share 
in the residuary estate of the testator. This estate was 
very considerable. The testator left £5000 to the 
college, to build laboratories in connection with agri- 
culture. But, in fact, the testator paid the college that 
sum daring his lifetime, thus rendering the legacy not 
payable. The will gave the residue to be divided pro- 

tionally amongst the various institutions “to which 
have ~ wr legacies,” and thus the question arose 
as to whether the College shared inasmuch as it had not 
actually received a legacy but had been paid in the 
testator’s lifetime. 

His Lordship held that, upon the clear intention of 
the testator, the college was entitled to participate in 
the bequest of the residue. 

The trustees are Dr. Page and Mr. J. D. Walker.— 
Newcastle Daily Chronicle. 
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‘ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the. 
~ Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Having been nominated as a candidate for Council 

at the forthcoming election, | venture to ask the 
hospitality of your columns to allow me to briefly 
state my views on one or two of the questions now 
before the profession. 
_, In the first place I may state that I lay claim to 
a more than average acquaintance with the practical 
politics of our profession, as I was for fifteen years 
Hon. Secretary of the Lancashire V.M.A. and for 
the past nine years have also been Hon. Secretary 
of the National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual 
‘Defence Society, and it is scarcely necessary for me 
to add, have always been extremely jealous of the 
welfare and good name of our profession. 

I feel, however, that the whole question of vet- 
erinary politics i is rapidly approaching a very critical 
position, which requires very careful handling at 
the present moment, as any diplomatic mistakes 
are likely to lead to far-reaching consequences in 
the future. 

‘The whole legislation is at present under revision 
and some of the measures of reform, or shall I say, 
reconstruction, are bound to affect us intimately. 

The Public Health Bill for instance, has passed 
its second reading in the House of Lords, and will 
in a few days secure the Royal approval. This 
measure sets up an entirely new authority, with 
perhaps, powers so far-reaching as to be compared 
to those conferred under D.O.R.A. It is not poss- 
ible at the present to venture a forecast, but that it 
will very materially affect the veterinary profession 
may be ney, as a certainty. No Public Health 
Service can be complete without the fully trained 
veterinarian, and if is now generally admitted, but 
unfortunately the public are not yet acquainted 
with the full extent of our utility. i am therefore 
in favour of a vigorous policy to secure full recog- 
nition of our profession and an adequate protection 
of our interests, and to this end will support any 
effort which may be put forth to obtain represen- 
tation on the Council and Consultative Committees 
to be formed under the Bill. 

~The question of fees and salaries paid by public 
authorities requires early review, as a great majority 
of the veterinary surgeons concerned are quite in- 
adequately remunerated for the services they render. 
As a general hegre! I am naturally familiar 
with the problems they have to face, and shall at 
all times watch their interest. 

‘The Master Farriers’ Bill is, for instance, in my 
opinion, directly designed to attack the rights and 
rivileges of our calling and requires closely watch- 

mng. 

T am a strenuous sup 
‘ofa high standard of e 


rter of the maintenance 
ucation, both preliminary 


and professional, for the training of our students, 
and will at no time consent to any relaxation of the 
high standards aimed at; indeed, if the profession 
is to make any real advance it must be prepared to 
accept its responsibilities in this respect. 


It is not possible in a necessarily short address 
to state one’s views fully, but if fortunate enough 
to be elected by my professional brethren, they may 
be sure that I belong to no clique or faction, and 
they may rely on my faithful and disinterested 
service on their behalf. 

G. H. Locke, M.R.¢.v.s. 


The R.A.V.C, Comforts Fund. 


List of Subseriber ‘s since those published in the “ Veteri- 
nary Record” of March 8th. 


Per Maj. W. Logan, R.A.v.c., from personnel 


Div. Vety. Hos “Po St. Albans 25 0 0 
Per Capt. C. W. Cartwright, R.A.v.c., 

Dyserth, Flint 
Per Col. R. H. Holmes, c.M.G., R.A.v.c., Dab. 172 0 
Per Lt.-Col. F. C. O’Rorke, C.M.G., ‘from 

Canteen Funds of No. 8 Vety. Hosp., : 

Army of the Rhine, B.E.F. 5 0 0 

£203 1 


Per Col. R. H. Holmes, c.m.a. : 


£5 5. North of Ireland Vety. Medical Asssociation. 

£5. B. Esq ; R.A. Reg. Inst., Curragh. 

£3. Col. J. Rei » 

£22. J. H. Me oe M.R.C.V.S. 5 Capt. E. C. Winter, 
R.A.V.C. J.J. s, Esq. 

£2. J. Fox, Esq. ; "Arnold: 

£136. J. Laverty, Esq. 

2114. W. H. Wilkinson, M.R.C.V.S. ; 
M.R.C.V.S. ; J. F. Healey, M.R.c.v. 8. ; W. T. M. Browne, 
M.R.C.V.S. & H. Carr, F.R.C.V.S. J. T. Clinton, 
M.R.C.V.S. apt. J. C. Clibborn, k.a.v.c. ; F. Delaney, 

wet Prof. J. F. Craig. 

£1. |. Rohan, Esq. ; M. Nugent Esq. 

10/6. Cosgrove, M.R.C.V.S. ; Capt. J. Purdy,k.A.v.c. ; 
Capt.W. F. Morton, R.A.v.c. ; Capt. F. Lindsay,R.A.v. 
Cap t. J. M. Lund, R.a.v.c, ; Major J. F. Taylor, R.A.V.C 

10/- ha and the Misses Johnstone. £45 17 6 


Per J. Ewing Johnston, Esq., M.B.£., M.R.C.V.S. : 


£31 10. Capt. H. Dixon, .p. 

£10. Sir Thomas Dixon, Bart.; F. Barbour, Esq. ; 
Messrs. & Co. Ltd. ; S. Kelly, Esq. 

£5. McKeag, Sir R. Liddell ; H. 
Esq., D.L. ; J. B. orrison, Esq: ; T. Somerset Sq. ; 
J. M. Johnson, Esq. 

£3 3. ‘The Co-operative Baking Society, Ltd. 

£3. Messrs. Hugh Craig & Co. 

£2 10. The Belfast Master Horseshoers’ Aanoe. 

£2 2. E.C. Smith, “tt C. B. Smith, Esq. 

£2. Messrs. M.Gowa Magram ; T. B. Esq. 

£11. J. B. Dunlop, Esq. 

£1. Mrs. H. Barbour ; The Countess of Shaftesbury ; 
J. Dunlop, Esq. ; T. Wilson, Esq. 

io. Wa Ross, E 
regg, isq., jun.; Messrs, 
Morton, White & Craig. i 

5/- J. Millar, Esq. ; > ll Hall and Arbuckle ; poe 


W. H. Bradley, 


Cau shey, Esq. 
2/- . Irvine. 
Total amount of Subscriptions £172 46 
Postage, etc. . 46 
Amount sent to the Hon. Secre 
R.A.V.C. Comforts Fund £172 0 0 


In addition to the above, T. E, McConnel, Esq., J.p., 
presented a cheque to yee Ewing Johnston, value 
£31 10, to Paget printin nses in connection with 
the R.A.V.C. Comforts wa Ballot. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Windsor Castle, May 3rd. 


His Majesty held an Investiture at Buckingham 
Palace at 11 o'clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

THE DisTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * + * 


Lt.-Col. Max Henry, Australian Army Veterinary Corps 


The King then conferred decorations as follows :— 
THe Miitary Cross. 
* + * 


Capt. RecinaLp Vickers, Canadian Army Veterinary 
rps. 


Extracts from London Gazette 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 


REGULAR Forces. Royat ArmMy VETERINARY Corps. 


Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. E. A. Watson ceases to be 
secd. for duty with the War Office (Mar. 21). 


May 2. 
Temp. Qmrs. and Lts., R.A.V.C., to be Capts., under 
Art. 330, R.Wt. for Pay and Promotion (Apr. 21) :— 
T. E. Clarkson, J. R. Devereaux. 
: May 5 
Temp. Capt. C. W. B. Sikes relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to beempld.as D.A.D.V.S. (Apr. 17). 


The surname of Capt. A. Monro is as now described, and 
not as in Gazette of April 28. 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 


May 2. 
Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. W. Mason, 0.B.«.. re | (ret. 
T.F.), is retired, having attained the limit (May 3), 
and retains the rank of Lt.-Col., with permission to 
wear the prescribed uniform. 1 
ay 3. 
Maj. (acts. I.t.-Col.) E. W. Parks, relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to be empld. (April 2) ; 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. Adamson, M.c., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Mar. 29) ; 
Cost (actg. Maj.) P. Abson, relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Mar. 28). a 
ay 5. 
Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. A. Dixon, (t.¥.,) relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 9) ; 
Capt. (temp. Maj.) J. L. C. Jones, (7.¥.,) relinquishes 
the temp. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Apr. 9). 


Personal. 


Hitt.—On the ist May, 1919, at 2 Inglis Road, 
Addiscombe, to Kathleen Elise, wife of Captain W. 
Roy Hill, R.A.V.C.—a son. 


OBITUARY. 
A. W. BLAND, M.R.C.v.8., Scunthorpe, Lincs. 
' raduated N. Edin: 21st Dec., 1891. 
Mr. Bland’s death occurred Ist May. 


Ancient breeds in Sheep. 


Professor Cossar Ewart, who, it will be remembered 
is Hon. Member of the National V.M.A., contributes 
an article on the intercrossing of sheep to the current 
Journal of the Scottish Board of Agriculture, from 
which the following extract 1s taken :— 


“ Of all the sheep now living in the British Islands, 
the sheep marooned on the small uninhabited and rarely 
visited island of vier are the most primitive—they 

robably closely resemble two breeds of sheep introduced 
into Britain about 2000 B.c., namely, a breed (the ewes 
of which had goat-like horns) probably descended from 
the Urial (Ovis Vignei) still found in Central Asia, and 
a breed (the ewes of which are hornless) probably 
descended from the Mouftion still found wild in Sardinia. 
As the Soay a consist of two distinct types which 
refuse to blend, they are not likely to be as prepotent 
or as exclusive as the Southdown. In both varieties of 
Soay sheep the wool is very short and fine, but so close 
that they are as hardy as the Highland blackface. Fur- 
ther, Soay sheep are long-lived, easily kept and very 
prolific—a ewe brought from Soay in 1893 died in 1914 
after rearing her 32nd lamb. Like the Moorit sheep of 
Shetland, Soay sheep have never acquired the habit of 
accumulating fat in the sub-cutaneous tissues—hence 
they are classed with breeds deficient in mutton charac- 
ters. In having large horns, long ears and a throat 
fringe, a narrow-arched back and low, narrow shoulders, 
long slender limbs and a somewhat low set on tail, Soay 
rams profoundly differ from plump comfortable-lookin 
Southdown rains, obvious products of intensive artificia 
selection. At the end of the Bronze age, herds of the 
Urial-Soay and Moufflon-Soay sheep and of ‘ four-horn- 
ed’ sheep occurred in most parts of Europe. Remnants 
of these pre-historic varieties still survived in many 
parts of the Continent during the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, but by the end of the century the prim- 
itive breeds had been supplanted in most areas by 
improved breeds. At the present day piebald and other 
varieties of ‘four-horned’ sheep are still preserved in 


private gig but herds of Neolithic and Bronze age 
sheep of the Urial and Moufflon type are now rarely 


met with, except in outlying or isolated areas, such as 
the Faroes and Iceland, Shetland, Soay and the Isle of 
Man, Brittany, D’ouessant (a small island off the coast 
of Brittany), the Auvergne, the Alpes Maritimes, the 
Ardennes, and certain parts of Russia and Western 
Siberia. The members of the herds in these areas vary 
in make, coat, and colour, but, with few exceptions, are 
characterized by a short tail, fine limbs, and an almost 
complete absence of mutton characters. In the most 
typical members of the herds, the coat usually consists 
of fine wool which varies in colour from fawn to reddish- 
brown—because of the reddish colour of the fleece such 
coloured sheep are cften known as Moorit sheep. The 
fine reddish short wool forming the fleece of some of the 
better bred Moorit sheep corresponds to the fine white 
wool forming the inner coat of wild sheep. We ma 
assume that as the coarse hair inherited from the wil 
ancestors was gradually eliminated, the fine wool form- 
ing this inner coat ree fee became pigmented. If we 
assume further that the least conspicuous individuals 
had the best chance of eluding eagles, ravens, and other 
enemies, we can understand why so many primitive 
‘peat’ or ‘heath’ sheep are of a fawn or brown colour. 
It may be mentioned that the loss of the coarse hair 
forming the outer coat was due more to changes in the 
environment than to selection by the ancient herds- 
man. 
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Sale of Aborting Cows: 
Testing Cattle for Export. 


At the annual general meeting of the National Cattle 
breeders’ Association, held in London, the secretary re- 
ported that a copy of the following resolution, passed at 
the last meeting had been duly sent to the Board of 
Agriculture and acknowledged by that body. 

“That any person who knowingly exposes for sale in 
a public market, within a period of two months, a cow 
or heifer that has prematurely calved, will be guilty of 
a penal offence, and that the Board of Agriculture be 
asked to insert this in a General Market Order, or alter- 
natively to grant powers to local authorities to insert it 
in their owo market orders.” 

The secretary was directed to ask the Board what 
steps they had taken in connection with the said reso- 
lution, or whether or not it would be carried into effect. 

The question of official testing of cattle for tuberculosis 
was fully discussed. A resolution from the English 
Aberdeen-Angus Cattle Association was taken to initiate 
a discussion. 


destroyed ; this not only affected the exporter, but came 
back on the vendor as well, because it is not reasonable 
to expect that the prices here would be as good as they 
would be otherwise. 

The Hon. C. B. Portman said there were many objec- 
tions to a permanent station for testing, as animals per- 
fectly healthy at home might be infeeted en route. He 
was of the opinion that what was wanted was that an 
official from each country should be appointed to visit 
the farms and test there. {It was finally resolved: 

“That a special committee (appointed) be empowered 
to appr the Board of Agrienltmre and the breed 
societies, and to take any steps that may be deemed 
egoanenry in order to carry out the resolution mentioned 
above. 


ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGIAN VETERINARY Re vier Funp. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 


The following Donations are gratefully acknow- 
ledged :— 


_ “That the National Cattle-breeders’ Association be J. N. Cooper, Capt. R.A.v.c. £1 1 ~«0 
equested to consider the ibility of securing an offi- H. Gillmor, Ayr Bes a 
cial test for tuberculosis in this country for all animals H. Greenfield, Major R.A.v.c. ss 
sold for export, as is already arranged in the case of the G. Jelbart, Stow-on-the-Wold 110 
United States.” — Vety. Officers’ Association, Ireland 2 2 0 
Mr Bridges said that when cattle were tested in this Previously acknowledged 245 3 7 
country and passed for export to South Africa, the SNE 
often arrived there with a high temperature, which May ?. £251 9 7 
might last for weeks. In such a case the animal was apa 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Rabi Foot- 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t — Swine Fever. 
Conf 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Sheep} 
Period. mais, | Out- | Ani- Jbreake| mals. | Ati- | Scab] Out- | Slaugh- 
2 = mals. mals. breaks 
Gr. BRITAIN. | 
ended Mey 13 | 3 4 1 114 | 201 2 50 
1948 2 | 2 1] 35] 1484 2! 49 16 
qr? 1916 a9 58} 82 2) 128 | 446 
Total for 18 weeks, 1919 |67| 2] 67 | 91 | 19 | 153 6| 30 | 2717 | 5359] 209] 472 | 164 
isis 116 | 180 13| 87) 2314 | 4446] 224] 872 | 130 
1947 248 | 278 11| 20] 1247| 2608] 354] 909 | 9377 
1916 jf | 220 | 281 1 24 21 62 | 1220 | 2906 | 167] 1646 5137 
(4) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Looal Authorities affected, animals attacked :— Middlesex 1, Warwick 1 
Board of culture and Fisheries, May ©, 1919 Exclading outbreaks in army ‘ 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Mays]. J. | 1 
Correaponding Week { ore eee ase eee eee | 10 eee 
eee eee eee eee eee eee . §1 
Total for 18 weeks, 1919 — > 1 1 | 57 139 16 57 
Corresponding period in 1917... | 2 | 2 | 1 | 208 | 113 798 
1916 ... 1 5 28 201 | 107 543 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 5, 1919 
Norse.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased 


or Exposed to Infectien 


: 
: 
= 


